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Ha ha ha! I managed to get on the computer, while 
Elisabeth is busy. Hello, it's Merlin, the tall* dark, 
handsome one here. (* when I stand on my hind legs, I'm 
tall enough to reach the handle to open doors to all the 
rooms.) Cutie Casper is sleeping, but had told me that it's 
my turn to write this blog - just because he is a few weeks 
older than me, he thinks he is the boss!! 
�
Hello Liam, Ghuli and Fiffi, and all other felines. Neither 
Casper nor I have written anything recently because we 
have been too busy taking over more things. (We haven't 
been able to get on the computer, either, and have had 
creative differences over whose turn it was to write this!) I 
have been observing the world from the windows. I watch 
people, mainly from the front one, and the odd bird or two, 
but the window in our ('Elisabeth's) bedroom, which 
overlooks the back garden is the best one for watching 
and talking to birds.  We have also been going out into the 
back yard for strolls to stretch our long legs, have a run 
around and sniff and investigate. In fact, I even sneaked 

out one night just as Elisabeth was putting the rubbish in 
the bin, before heading off to bed! This was fun, because, 
as it was dark, and with my dark markings, I blended into 
the shadows where I could hide better! I jumped over the 
gate into next door's yard and hid!! Elisabeth could not 
see me!! She started to rush down the path as it leads 
directly to the main road, thinking I'd jumped the next 
gate, too. By now she was worried and could not see me. 
She called me, but hey, I was hiding, and know not to 
come out until I'm found!! She even brought some treats 
out, but I didn't want to reveal my hiding place just yet! 
She went inside and switched the back security light on, 
and also brought a torch, and Casper now took his 
chance to escape too, lol! He didn't jump over the gate, 
but is thin enough to squeeze through gaps in it, so he 
dashed down the path calling to me to come back! Of 
course, his light colouring stood out like a beacon and 
Elisabeth dashed after him and he stopped and allowed 
her to pick him up and take him back inside! I was still 
having fun, but as Casper is older (we will both be five this 
year), I had listened to him and was intending to return 
soon. 
 

 
 
By now, Elisabeth was frantically worried as cats locally 
have been poisoned with anti-freeze, and she was also 
worried I'd be knocked down. She was almost in tears and 
really tired, felt hopeless and turned to go back into our 
garden.  She was already planning to design posters 
asking for my return!  However, I decided to sneak from 
my hiding place and crept right up behind her and 'tigged' 
her leg with my paw as I ran past her back into our 
garden!  She leapt in the air, still looking pale and 
miserable, but said, "Oh thank goodness!” and rushed 
after me skidding on the wet grass and needing a moment 
to catch her breath! I walked up to her to make sure she 
was breathing. I've read her First Aid manual about 
checking the airway and for breathing, so I checked for 
breath, first, and as she picked me up, I checked her 
airway by playfully pawing her nose. (This is one of my 
playful greetings!)  She walked towards the back door and 
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when we were inside the kitchen, she gave me and 
Casper some treats and had a cup of�tea before heading 
off to bed, exhausted. Both Casper and I joined her on the 
bed and I was still snoring loudly when she got up the 
next morning. My adventure had left me tired too!! 
 
I can also open all the cupboard doors, by getting my 
paws under them, and I then investigate. I can even open 
the food cupboard, but the problem is I can't open the foil 
pouches of food, and the biscuit packets re-seal too!! 
I have tipped out the contents of Elisabeth's wardrobes. 
(No skeletons, but lots of bags and accessories!!) Casper 
is also exploring more, running outside more and sitting in 
MY window!! 
 
Anyway, it's time for food again soon, and I don't want to 
be caught using the computer, so I'll say bye for now. 
Stay naughty!  Love from Merlin 

�����������������������������������

Volunteer Vacancies at  
Harrogate Cats Protection  

 
We desperately need volunteers to 
undertake the tasks detailed below.  
 
Do you care for cats?  Could you offer some 
of your time to undertake any of the posts 
below to help the welfare of cats in your 
local area? 
 
YOUR LOCAL BRANCH NEEDS YOU!!  WE 
ARE REALLY STRUGGLING TO COMPLETE 
ALL OF THE TASKS REQUIRED TO RUN A 
SUCCESSFUL BRANCH AND WE NEED THE 
HELP AND SUPPORT OF OUR MEMBERS. 
 

Shelter Volunteers  
 
We have current vacancies for both 
Breakfast and Evening Shifts at the shelter.  
Shelter volunteer tasks include feeding, 
cleaning out and handling the cats and 
kittens.  Generally 1 shift per week, each 
shift takes around 1 ½ hours but sometimes 
when we are very busy with kittens in the 
summer months it can take a bit longer. 
Full training will be given. 
 
 

Welfare Workers 
 
We need volunteers who would be willing to 
undertake the task of trapping cats, and 
taking them for neutering, as well as other 
tasks such as assessing cat problems. You 
would need your own transport as you will 
require to transport equipment etc. All 
welfare work is undertaken using CP 
guidelines, practices and processes.  
Welfare work can be difficult and you will 
require full on the job training and support. 
Although difficult this can be one of the most 
rewarding tasks to undertake. 
 

Home Checkers 
 
We require volunteers who would be 
prepared to undertake home checks in their 
local area. You will be required to visit the 
homes of prospective new owners, complete 
appropriate paperwork and discuss CP 
guidelines for re-homing. You will need 
transport to undertake this task. Full training 
will be given. 
 

Publicity Officer  
 
This post is a Branch Committee position.  
You would undertake tasks to publicise the 
branch locally and complete a publicity 
board for events.  Duties include - keeping 
and distributing CP publicity leaflets, 
undertaking local talks about the work of the 
branch (or alerting someone else to 
undertake the task), arranging for posters to 
be put up concerning events such as 
Neutering Campaigns, Fundraising Events, 
contacting local vets and ensuring best 
practice with all face to face activities with 
the general public. 
 

Admin Work 
 
Most admin tasks can be undertaken from 
your own home. We currently need the 
following volunteers: - 
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Sponsorship Support Person 
 
This volunteer would keep our sponsors 
abreast of the work being undertaken by the 
branch using sponsorship donations.  
 
Lost and Found Officer 
 
He/she would undertake all tasks relating to 
lost and found cats.  They would keep a 
register, search other registers, place 
adverts, communicate with vets etc. 
 
Telephone Volunteers 
 
Duties include answering telephones from 
one’s own home using a diversion service 
for a stipulated time each week, taking calls 
from the answer phone and e-mailing or 
telephoning the appropriate people to deal 
with them. 
 
All of these posts will take 1 or 2 hours of 
your time on a regular basis and your input 
will really help cats in your local area.  Full 
training including on task support will be 
given.  All expenses including a mileage 
allowance can be claimed.  We are really in 
need of support to complete these 
necessary tasks and ensure the ongoing 
work of the Branch.   
 
If you would like more information about any 
of the posts detailed, please contact Bette in 
the first instance on 01423 889322.  E-mail 
bette@whispurrs.org.uk.  
:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::�
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We hope to continue to tell you about the cats in our care 
in each edition of our newsletter.  If there is anything else 
you would like to know about how we care for the cats or 
how we re-home them, please ring Bette (Co-ordinator)   

on 01423 889322 
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